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Dear Naval Mine Warfare enthusiasts.   
As the new Director of the Naval Mine
Warfare Centre of Excellence it is an
honor to present you the October 2025
edition of our newsletter. I would like to
take the opportunity to thank the former
Director, Filip Clauwaert, for all his efforts
to get the NATO NMW COE where it stands 

today: a firmly established hub of knowledge and expertise
on Naval Mine Warfare. I am looking forward to working with
all of you in Naval Mine Warfare community. Enjoy the read!

On the 10th and the 11th
of September, the NMW
COE participated in a
Maritime working Group
(IMS, IS-DPP, MARCOM,
ACT SEE DPRD and
DPTR, NCIA OA) to agree
on the formulation of a single Mine Clearance Capability  Code 
to replace separate codes for Mine Hunting and Sweeping.
The new code is intended to be used for targeting Allies. 



In September on the Baltic Sea
during the Northern Coasts
2025 exercise the NATO NMW
COE supported MARCOM with
the Maritime Evaluation
(MAREVAL) of the Standing NATO
Mine Countermeasures Group
One onboard Flagship LVS
Virsaitis (A-53). Assessment of
the combat readiness of NATO
Naval Forces helps to improve
the overall performance of NATO
Staffs and to maintain the
connection between the NATO
NMW COE and the operational
environment.

It should simplify defense
planning targeting and
the relationship between
defense and operational
plans, and the new code
increases the opportunity
for Allies to apply
innovative solutions for 

clearance. The new code will be presented to the CAG   
in December for final agreement.



The NATO NMW COE participated with two Subject Matter
Experts for the 5th year in REPMUS (the Robotic
Experimentation and Prototyping using Maritime Uncrewed
Systems) exercise in Sesimbra, Portugal. This year also
MARCOM Exercise Dynamic Messenger (DYMS) was
integrated in which both also fully participated.
REPMUS is an annual multi-domain experimentation exercise
for Unmanned Maritime Systems organized and hosted by the
Portuguese Navy, NATO and Faculty of Engineering -
University of Porto, co-organized by the European Defence
Agency, with the participation of forces from foreign military
forces, universities and tech companies. The exercise has the
objective of testing different types of unmanned aerial,
surface, undersea, and ground vehicles. It is to date the
largest exercise of its kind.

Data Fusion Cell Team during REPMUS 2025



This year, 2025, REPMUS was
combined with the ACT and MARCOM
led operational exercise DYNAMIC
MESSENGER, in which testing of
cooperation and integration of
Maritime Unmanned Systems in
operations was the main element
between REPMUS and DYMS.
The NMW COE tasks were fourfold:

Test the NATO NMW COE in cooperation with The
Netherlands Navy led program EXTAC 885 on MCM Staff
level.
To provide an operational perspective on the
experimentation exercise by ensuring the data flow is
standardized to be transferred into a common operational
picture for the MCM CTU/CTG as well as for the CTF level.
To establish and maintain the COEs relationship to
Industry and NATO nations, generate awareness of the
state of the art of technical development.
To support the experimentation of the Specialist Team for
Biological Impact (ST-BI) in order to collect data to analyze
and eventually contribute to a more accurate geo-
referenced risk evaluation. 



The NATO NMW COE contributed to the MARCOM-led exercise
Dynamic Move 2025-II in La Spezia, Italy from 1 to 12
September 2025 by providing one of the Task Force
Commanders. 
During the Computer Assisted Exercise(CAX) NMW
procedures and tactics are trained on Commander Task Group
and Unit level. 
The CTF and his team directed/guided the participants to
achieve their mission in a challenging scenario, namely the
safe arrival of Crisis Response Shipping and the landing of an
amphibious taskforce. 
The participants were pushed to their limits to improve their
knowledge level in the naval mine warfare domain.
At the end of the CAX, the objectives of the exercise had been
achieved and all participants returned home very satisfied.
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